
October 31-November 6 

56 FAQs on migration 
to GST Portal: GSTN 

•	 •	 • 
GSTN has released FAQs 
on migration to GST 
system portal, whereby 
all existing tax-payers 
registered under Central 
Excise, Service Tax, Sales 
Tax / VAT (except 
exclusive liquor dealers), 
Entry Tax, Luxury Tax 
and / or Entertainment 
Tax (except levied by local 
bodies) would require to 
‘enroll’ for GST, since 
data currently available 
with various tax 
authorities is incomplete.	

One PAN allows one GST 
registration in a State 
and thus, tax-payer may 
register one business 
entity (out of multiple 
businesses) first while for 
remaining business 
verticals within the State, 
it may get in touch with 
jurisdictional authority. 
 
COMMENT: These FAQs 
will help the industry in 
the implementation of 
GST.  
	

	

	

	No Consensus during GST Council Meeting on Dual Control of Assessees 

GST Council has come to no 
consensus over dual control 
of assessees.  

Next Council meeting will be 
held on 24th & 25th November 
to approve draft GST 
legislations, with a ministerial 
meeting on 20th to meet 
political consensus. 

 4 drafts laws i.e. CGST, 
SGST, IGST & Compensation 
laws to be prepared by 14th & 
15th and States will get 4 
weeks to suggest changes. 

COMMENT: 

The month of November  
would witness as one of the 
most important months for 

GST as the GST Council 
would conclude and come out 
with all the draft laws.  

GST Council fixes peak 
rate at 28% 
 

GST Council reaches 
consensus on 4 tier-rate 
structure. They have fixed 
rates at 5%, 12%, 18% and 
28%.  Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley stated that that about 
50 per cent of the consumer 
price index basket will be 
taxed at zero rate, with a view 
to keep inflation under 
control. This will include  

 

 

essential food grains and 
items consumed by the 
masses. It has also been 
clarified that food grains 
would be GST exempt and not 
zero-rated and would not 
qualify for input credit. 
Further, aerated drinks, 
luxury cars, tobacco products 
& pan masala shall be 
subjected to 28% + Cess for 
compensating the States for 5 
years.  
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We cannot have 2 assessing authorities competing 

for the same assessee….there should be clear norms 

on who should assess whom”– Arun Jaitely 
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GST Portal to launch soon 

• • • 

The GST portal is all set to launch on November 8, 2016, as quoted by 
the Government Official. The portal will allow tax payers whose PAN 
numbers have been verified by the tax department to register 
themselves in advance and fill in their details and legacy data.  
 
The GST portal will be a front for the tax payer where registration, 
return and payments will be filed. It will also provide help-desk 
support. The technology at the backend will have the power to analyse 
data for trends on sales, tax filings etc. The portal will allow 
businesses to register using their PAN and mobile number or Aadhaar 
number. All businesses will be given a GST identification number, 
which will be a 15-digit code, consisting of their state code and ten-
digit state code and ten-digit PAN.  

“The idea is to avoid everyone trying to log-in at the same time before the 
roll-out in April," said the official. 
 
COMMENT: The launch of portal will come as a great relief measure for 
the industry as they can prepare themselves in advance as to the 
returns / payments procedures under GST. 	

 

 
COMMENT: Fixation of 
GST rates is the most 
crucial development. 
However, four slab rates 
can increase litigation 
instead of simplifying 
things. 
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